?JI\ FIIDAY BULLET‘;N

& C )S% * W *,

P #S%
I-+II/

$-C. $8- %,

4 2

T+t Grade 3 ITBS
(achievement) Screening for AG
for select students

".+ " PTA meeting 7pm

" .+ ""= After school clubs

".+ " Holiday no school

".+ " Vacation day no school
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The FINAL meeting of our After
School Clubs will be on
Wednesday 19th March 2008. If
your child attends clubs please
remind them not to ride the bus
home that day but to go straight
to their club. Please remember
that club pick up is by 4:10 p.m.
PROMPT (except for Drama).

Volunteers assigned to help with
After School Club pick up for
19th March 2008 are: Jennifer
Lackmann, Cindy Wagner,
Jennifer Soper, Dalia Mesa, Mary
Ellen Francis, Cassandra Fessler,
and Mary Casey. Please be at
the gym by 3:55 p.m. I
appreciate you giving up your
time to help with this, the more
carpool volunteers we have, the
smoother the check out process
will be for everyone. If you have
any questions regarding After
School Clubs please do not
hesitate to contact me at
Kazmacg@bellsouth.net or 919-
461-2430. Thanks, Karen
MacGregor.

Apex Elementary will participate
in the Cary Kaleidoscope Art
Show again this year. The show
is at Cary Towne Center, and our
display is near Limited 2. The
show runs from March 10 to
March 22. Enjoy the show!!!!
Thank you for your support.
Cathy Cannon, Art Teacher
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A belated thank you to Sarah
Rankin for chairing our Visiting
Author program (February 26-
27) again this year. Great job,
Sarah! A big thanks also to
the ladies of the media center-
-Ms. Bryant, Mrs. Bacola, and
Mrs. DeVita--for all the time
and effort that you put into
making this program such a
success. They do so many
things behind the scenes that
make those two days run so
smoothly and allow all the
students and staff to enjoy
this program. Your efforts are
appreciated! Everyone
enjoyed the experience with
Ms. Stevens-Crummel and
look forward to next year's
author.
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The PTA is required to update its
by-laws every three years, and
we are in the process of
updating our by-laws in 2008.
At the January 31 PTA meeting,
Amy McAlister, our treasurer,
presented three changes that
had been recommended by her
by-laws committee and then had
been approved by the PTA

board. The changes were to our
fiscal year, the date officers take
office, and membership dues.
We propose to change our fiscal
year to August-July; following
with that change, our officers
will take office in August; and
lastly our membership dues will

be $10. Please consider this
notice to the general
membership of these proposed
changes. The general
membership will vote on these
changes at the March 17
meeting. If you have any

questions, please contact Kendi
Coutant at 387-3442 or
craftingmom@bellsouth.net.
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$ Cougars With
Character for the month of
February. The character trait
was 1 2 1 - Thisis defined
as: Having the inner strength to
be truthful, trustworthy and
honest in all things. Acting justly
and honorably. These students
were recognized in their
classrooms on Friday March 14",

(0] " "% Lochlyn Casey,
Madison Frueauf, Carlos Garcia,
Jared Gursslin, Madison
Hershberger, Nathan Leggett,
Sarah Mabe, Darren Mathis,
Logan Medina, Zachary Vasko,
Max Vitek, Lane Weaver
9 "$%h 2" Liam Ameri, Sam
Armbruster, Cassie Bolton,
Maggi Dahnke, Rachel Mobley,
Jacob Panella

. 2" Joel Bailey,
Joseph Barr, Sierra Batdorff,

(][] [more cougars witn ch.ﬁ




Devon Ernst, Jordan Hadfield,
Tavian Jordan, Matthew Miller

+" 2 Debbie Alvarado,
Matthew Baker, Morgan Buroran,
Julian Creech-Pritchett, Adriano
Maggi, Andrew McCasland, Noah
Rutledge, Daniel Short
9 &"+ 27 David Cook, Max
Hanlon, Justin Kidd, Hailey King,
Dylan Maass, Dallas Olive, Hope
Reckert, Sophia Weeks
9 Th+ 2° David Byrd, Dulce
Garcia-Sanchez, Maureen
Marquie, Ben Matthews, Rachel
McLean, Brian Olvera, Riley
Peart, Yazdan Shah

%+ * " %$ Carlos Palacios -
KINDNESS (First Grade)

Celebrating a wonderful
author visit:
Thank you PTA

Wow! We had a wonderful time
with our visiting author Susan
Stevens Crummel! Each grade
level spent time with the author
in the library. Several students
were transformed into
Jackalopes, Fairy Godrabbits and
Coyotes. From the sounds of
laughter coming out of the
library, the students were
thoroughly engaged in the
presentations.

One of the magic parts of our
visiting author program is the
opportunity for the writing
process to (almost literally!)
come alive for our students.
During her presentation, Mrs.
Crummel explained how her
editor, the “Little Red Pen,”
often sends her books back for
revision several times before she
creates the final copy - just as
teachers help students with their
“sloppy copy.” She related
several stories explaining how
her stories originated (you never
know what will happen when
your dog drops a tennis ball
down a prairie dog tunnel!).
Children were encouraged to
write down their ideas, draw
pictures and get ready - the
future needs new writers. I

heard two first graders dis-
cussing Mrs. Crummel’s com-
ments. They discussed how they
needed to practice because “she
said we'll need new writers and
artists.” At that point the 1%
graders negotiated and resolved
their mutual desire to draw the
pictures by agreeing to split the
duties - one taking the story
writing and one drawing the
pictures!

For helping our students find the
magic in reading and writing -
Thank You PTA! Many other
people work very hard to ensure
our visiting author program is a
success. The following are just
a few of the great folks we can’t
forget: Kendi Coutant, PTA
President; Sara Rankin, PTA
Visiting Author Chair and book
seller extraordinaire, Tom
Rankin, who hauled all those
books around!; Apex ES Media &
Technology Committee for
helping and providing
refreshment goodies; Cathy
Cannon, our talented art
teacher, for collaborating with
the library program and creating
amazing works of art based on
the author’s books with all grade
levels ! (Mrs. Crummel was
amazed!); Pat and J.P. Putprush
(once again) for generously
housing our author during her
two day stay; our Apex teachers
who worked hard to get the
students ready for the visit;
Carol DeVita - for transporting
Mrs. Crummel (including a visit
to the airport at 11:00 pm!) and
making sure everything went
perfectly; Teri Bacola - for all
things technological; Judy Morin
and Christina Jenkins for sweet
contributions to our lunches and
to the many people who helped
our students get the most out of
this unique opportunity.

Janice Bryant
School Librarian
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: A new story on WCPSS website
wcpss.net/news/2008 feb29 ag/WCPSS
Challenges Gifted Students. More than
23,000 students receive Academically
Gifted services in the Wake County Public
School System. The state provides
funding at a level serving four percent of
students, while the school system uses
all of its state funding and some local
dollars to serve 17 percent of its
students.
Please follow our WCPSS Legislative
Agenda for 2008-9 to be voted on soon
by our WCPSS Board of Education
members. There is a advocacy item for
more State AG funding above the current
4% and to increase the amount
$/student. If you are interested in
helping this NC legislative effort with
other parents across the state, please
contact Nancy Caggia, WCPTA Legislative
Committee Chair and Wake PTA Liaison
for Partners for Academically Gifted
Education (PAGE), at nancycl2i@nc.rr.
Upcoming PAGE EVENT: PAGE will
offer the 12th Super Saturday event on
April 19, 2008 for grades K-8. Register
NOW at www.pagepage.org for best
chance of course selection until March
21!  Morning and Afternoon sessions
10am-12pm and 1:30-3:30pm for a
small fee for the children. Courses will
be available in the arts and math &
sciences. This spring offers new classes
in beading, cake decorating, CSI crime
lab, and debate, and world culture &
games. There will also old favorites like
Dinosaur Hunters, Explore! Art, IMACS,
and much more!
Sessions for parents & educators will
run concurrently for free.
$ $$ * Tom Johnson, current
PAGE President, and Geetanjali Soni,
both new members on the Exceptional
Children Commission of the NC PTA, will
discuss strategies to make "every child's
potential a reality".
$ $$ * Parent Networking --
meet other parents & educators for a
Q&A on issues affecting our children
Deadline for Super Saturday class
registration is March 21, 2008.
Advanced registration is required for

children's classes. (No registration
required for parent & educator sessions.)
For registration materials and

information, please visit the website:
www.pagepage.org

CONTACT: Friday Bulletin deadline is each Wed. @3:00pm.

Contact Diana Fierst at 362-9953
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dmfierst@yahoo.com. Our PTA President this year is Kendi Coutant at craftingmom@bellsouth.net




